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Revitalizing Vernacular Architecture within Dessert

Settlements.

(Case Study-Siwa Oasis)

Dr. Ahmed M. Abd EI-Rahman Shehata
Department of Architecture,
Faculty of Engineering,
Al-Mansoura University.

Abstract: Traditional Desert Settlements have unique urban
characteristics. This character reflects their special environmental and
cultural heritage. Siwa, with its special historic, geographic and
population characteristics, presents a good example for these traditional
desert settlements.

Despite the continuous governmental efforts through the last decades to
develop and link the oasis to the neighbored urban cities, Siwa still is
an isolated oasis.

The research put lights on the urban, natural, and visual characteristics
of Siwa. These characteristics constitute the basic asides for any
developing plans. It discusses the urban and economical regional
developing master plan. How this plan does not take into account the
special nature of the region. Moreover, it discusses the negative impacts
of the developing efforts on the special characteristics of Siwa oasis.
The research also suggests that development efforts should consider the
environmental capacity and should be sustainable. It discusses
considering Siwa as a national resort, where the development would be
based on marketing the virgin nature through tourism activities,
traditional biological plantation and agricultural based industries.

A set of recommendations, to be considered when dealing with such
unique traditional settlements, is concluded out of the research.
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