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ABSTRACT: Built environment could look very similar. Moving within such environment is
very tricky especially for elderly. Mina Built environment is good example for such
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environments. It has unique characteristics, where all housing units and service’s buildings are
identical. Moreover, it has a very similar roads pattern.

About three Million Pilgrims visit Mina every year in addition to several thousands who work in
their service. They spend three days during their Hajj. Moving within Mina for is tricky matter
for most of those pilgrims. This is because spaces and places within Mina are very similar either
within or outside camps. Figures 1-2 shows two pairs’ of photos for different places inside and
outside the camps within Mina.

The paper is concerned with studying the urban characteristics of Mina specially the visual one.
The paper also investigates the size and main reasons of the way finding problem within Mina. A
comprehensive analysis urban pattern of mina in terms of Focal pints, paths, Nodes and links to
Mina was conducted through the study.

Directions of daily main movements within mina were monitored. Possible directions for group
movements were studied.

Means and methods to improve the visual characteristics of urban environment of mina were
introduced. Recommendations on both strategic and detailed level. Moreover, a computer
simulation for the suggested solutions were introduced through the paper. The research concluded
with recommendations to improve the visual characteristics of Mina’s each zone.
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