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Abstract:

Urban characteristics of historic areas within old cities are affected by the nature of the
applied Development policies and implemented strategies. Administrative and organizational
authorities responsible for maintaining and developing the urban of these areas customize
policies and strategies of development for for maintaining and preserving each historic area.
Due to the sensitivity of such areas, any slight change in these strategies can have rapid
negative impact.

This study aims to put some shades on the impact of the followed strategies on the urban
characteristics of these sensitive urban areas. To achieve the research objectives, urban
deterioration was defined, deterioration aspects and reasons were investigated. Moreover,
different strategies utilized in urban development reviewed and their impact on the developed
urban characteristics.

Through the research, a comparison between three different historic areas. They all at the
western region of kingdom of Saudi Arabia. These three case studies share the same
geographic location, historic and cultural background and social cultural characteristics. The
three areas were subject to three different policies for development. Through introducing
showing the policies used in these three cities, and analysing their current developmental
status, impact and consequences of each of those policies on the historic urban heart of these
cities were concluded. Results can be generalized on several other cities in the middle east
region that share the same urban characteristics and problems.
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